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LIBRARY BOARD MINUTES 
 

April 1, 2009 

 

 

BOARD PRESENT:  Bailey, Brodsky, Chiles, Dickerson, Grey-McKenzie, Kim,   

                                     Krantz, G. Lewis, O. Lewis, Neuman, Pandya 

 

STAFF PRESENT: B. Parker Hamilton, Director; Eric Carzon, Business Manager; Regina 

Holyfield-Jewett, Recording Secretary 

 

The Library Board meeting was convened by Chair Neuman at 7:10 p.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

 

Minutes from the March 11, 2009 meeting were approved. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 

 

There will be a public meeting tonight at the Olney Library regarding the renovation. 

 

Interviews have been conducted for the two Agency Managers positions (Marilyn Praisner and 

Quince Orchard).  Hopefully, an announcement will be made next week. 

 

Receipt printers were introduced today in the branches.  For the next three months customers 

will have the option to have their materials stamped or receive a printed receipt.  After the three 

month acclimation and education period, stamping will no longer be an option.  Magnets with 

the address to manage their account online and telephone renewal number are being given to 

customers.   

 

Self charge machines will be coming to the remainder of the branches in approximately one 

month. 

 

May 2, 2009, Twinbrook Library will celebrate their 50
th
 anniversary.  County Executive 

Leggett and Council President Phil Andrews have been invited to attend. 

 

Kay Bowman, Bethesda Agency Manager, will attend Legislative Day on May 10 and 11. 

 

Tomorrow, April 2, MCPL will meet with FOLMC to share thoughts and ideas on how the 

FOLMC can help Libraries.  Grant proposals have been submitted to FOLMC for the Spring 

2009 Wheaton Book Sale. 
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The Library Department with the Office of Human Rights, Office of Community Partnerships, 

the African American Employees Association, Lincoln Park Historical Foundation and the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference is co-sponsoring the Civil Rights Bus Tour.  

Libraries has compiled and printed venue factoid booklets and reading list bookmarks.  There 

will be an orientation at Rockville Library for participants on April 2 at 7:00  PM. 

 

On April 15 at 9:30 AM, MCPL will have a work session before the Council HHS Committee.  

Legislative Analyst Essie McGuire has posed questions regarding hours, staffing and materials. 

 

Some unknowns still remain regarding the budget:  How reduction in State funding will affect  

MCPL, and if the Council approves the RIP, how will MCPL be affected? 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Budget Strategy 

The Operating Budget Hearings are scheduled for April 13, 14, 15 and 16 at 7:30 PM and 

April 15 at 1:30 PM.  Brian Krantz will be speaking on behalf of the Board on April 16.  Jean 

Dunnington will speak on behalf of the DRC on April 15 at 1:30 PM.  All Board members and 

LAC members are encouraged to attend the hearing sessions.  Those attending in support of 

Libraries are asked to wear blue and bring a book.  Niyati Pandya and Brian Krantz will attend 

the April 13 session; Otto Lewis will attend the April 14 session; Jill Lewis and Paulette 

Dickerson will attend the April 15 7:00 PM session; David Chiles will attend both April 15 

sessions; and Niyati and Kay Kim will attend the last session on April 16.  Dr. Neuman will send 

an email blast to the LACs encouraging them to attend the hearings, submit written testimonies 

and write letters to their Councilmembers. 

 

After the budget hearings, meetings with each Councilmember will be scheduled.  

Councilmembers’ offices will be contacted for dates and times.  Packets will be prepared to 

present to Councilmembers.  These packets will contain information on the entire library system 

and information on the respective Councilmember’s “home” libraries. 

 

Status of LAC Brochure, Annual Report and LAC Presentation Report 

Half of the LAC brochures have been printed and will be sent out to the branches; the remaining 

are still in the printing process.  The Annual Report and LAC Presentation Report have both 

been sent with a cover letter from Chair Neuman to County Executive Leggett and County 

Councilmembers.  Copies of both have also been sent to the branches and LAC chairs. 

 

Library Building Updates 

The Wheaton community has created a website to provide information on the proposed move of 

the Wheaton Library.  The site also gives those who oppose the proposed move an opportunity 

to sign a petition.  Gary Stith, former Director of the Silver Spring Regional Services Center, has 

been given the task as Master Planner with Department of General Services of creating a 

comprehensive plan for the Wheaton redevelopment. 

 

There has been no decision made on the pedestrian bridge for the new Silver Spring Library.  

The Pedestrian Safety Advisory Committee spoke out against the bridge. 

 

Chevy Chase Library will soon close for a mini renovation. 
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There is deep cleaning money which will be used for landscaping, painting, replacement of 

furniture, fixing tiles in the Rockville elevators and a new fire alarm system for Wheaton. 

 

Question:  Is Aspen Hill Library on the renovation list? 

Answer:  Aspen Hill Library is not in the current Capital Improvements Program.  That branch 

has been renovated within the past 15 years.  

 

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Library Policy and Practices 

The Customer Service Manual is being revised.  When the revisions are complete the manual 

will be sent to the Committee for review. 

 

Annual MCLB/LAC Meeting 

Two speakers for the June 13 meeting have been confirmed – Jim Rettig and Emily  

Sheketoff, both of the American Library Association.  Linda Williams has been invited, but not 

confirmed.   

 

Invitations will be sent to Agency Managers, Teen Advisory Group, MCPS, Montgomery College 

librarians, MCPL Virtual Services team and area public librarians. 

 

Attendees may participate in two of three breakout sessions.  Kay Kim, Jill Lewis, Brian Krantz, 

Paulette Dickerson and Otto Lewis have volunteered to be facilitators for the breakout sessions.  

 

Bette Ann Hubbard is working on an evaluation for the June 13 meeting. 

 

Tables will be available for the LAC handouts, pictures, etc. 

 

There is plenty of parking at the Germantown Campus.  The facility is handicap accessible.  Jill 

Lewis to contact Francie Gilman regarding a Metro plan. 

 

Damascus, Germantown and Quince Orchard LACs have offered their assistance with the 

Annual meeting.  They will be asked to act as greeters, post directional signage and possibly 

provide transportation from the Metro.  The volunteers will be thanked on the program as well as 

acknowledged from the podium. 

 

The date for the submission of the LAC awards will not be extended.  There have been six 

nominations submitted. 

 

The County Executive has requested a summit to be held in the fall regarding the future of the 

libraries.  Speakers are being sought for this summit; speakers with a more futuristic approach.   

 

LAC UPDATES: 

 

The LAC Mission Statement was drafted by Dr. Neuman and sent to the LACs in response to 

discussion about the mission and role of the LACs and to guide them in their recruitment and 

advocacy activities. 
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There was some concern by the Davis LAC as to the role of the Board liaison.  After discussion, 

the Board recommended that each LAC should conduct orientations for new LAC members as 

well as new Board liaisons. 

 

The LAC Handbook is being updated to include new information/recommendations from prior  

Board meetings. 

 

Question:  The LACs would like to know if they need to obtain the Board’s or MCPL Director’s 

approval before writing to or meeting with Councilmembers.   

Answer:  The LACs do not need to obtain approval, but Director Hamilton would like to have a 

copy of their talking points, letter and/or testimony. 

 

The term for the chair of the Aspen Hill LAC has expired.  There is no one else who is willing 

to take the position.  The Board recommended that the current chair remain in the position on an 

interim bases. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 

 

               

      __________________________ 

                B. Parker Hamilton 

 


